In his opening address Mr Christopher Payne, soon to retire as Chief Constable of Cleveland Constabulary, raised several topics. His first concern was the increased demands laid upon the police service and upon the doctors on whom the police depend, by the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act. This Act recognized many of the medical problems which affect prisoners in police custody, but the procedures required under it have themselves increased the work load; another related factor was concern for the safety and welfare of those prisoners who had to be held by the police during disputes within the prison service. The second topic was the need for accurate, credible and untainted evidence: the reliability of evidence based upon the results of DNA profiling was now under attack in the courts. Thirdly, Mr Payne saw a need for absolute trust among the various professional groups involved in the multi-disciplinary investigation of such matters as child abuse; training for these groups should be designed to give them an insight into the roles and responsibilities of doctors who gather evidence on behalf of the police. Lastly, the pressure on central and local government expenditure could lead to a conflict of interest which would not be solved, Mr Payne thought, by the introduction of a corps of full-time police surgeons.
Dr Marion Swan (Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist, Regional Secure Unit, Middlesborough) discussed mass murder in the light of her own experience with what has become known as the Monks Eaton shooting in 1989. She contrasted some ofthe reported incidents, which represented single episodes involving several victims, with those serial killings of multiple victims over an extended period. Sutcliffe, the Yorkshire Ripper, provided an example of the latter category; when expert evidence was led, the court expressed great doubt about the psychiatric interpretation of his state of mind. Most of the single episode killers seem to have exhibited incontrovertible psychiatric abnormalities. Psychopathy could help to explain some of the copy-cat features which appear to follow press reports of many of these killings.
A view from the bridge -Cincinnati Keywords: Cincinnati; family medicine Touching down at John F Kennedy Airport, we could easily have mistaken our destination with the Confusion. noise. and ethnic mix. Our subsequent Dr John Ferguson-Smith (Senior Medical Officer, ICI Chemicals and Polymers Limited) described the place of an industrial occupational health service in anticipating and dealing with disaster. The primary objective of the occupational health service was, of course, the prevention of adverse health effects resulting from the firm's activities, but the occupational health personnel took part in regular exercises, developing close cooperation with the local emergency services, including hospitals.
Dr Michael Green (Senior Lecturer in Forensic Medicine, University of Leeds) gave a public performance in illustrating how not to be an expert witness. Success in the witness box, he said, depended on a good script, on adequate rehearsal, on appropriate costume and make-up and on props. Most members of Dr Green's audience have had sticky times in the witness box, but the difficulties are always much less for those who, in giving evidence, get it right and keep it simple. Each has to work out his or her own style, but few can hope to emulate the panache displayed by Dr Green.
Valerie Tomlinson (Forensic Science Laboratory, Wetherby) spoke on the technique of DNA profiling, making clear the immense amount of technical manipulation involved in each case. In the short time during which these techniques have been available to forensic scientists, great strides have been made, yet development continues apace.
Professor Anthony Busuttil (Regius Chair of Forensic Medicine in Edinburgh) described the functions of the local Regional Review Committee there which supervises and supports the cooperative investigation of child sexual abuse which has become the rule. The last paper of the day continued Professor Busuttil's theme of a child-centeredapproach when Maureen O'Hara (Children's Legal Centre, London) presented a resume of the implications for child care and its legal framework set up by the new Children Act. A concept introduced by the Act was that of parental responsibility, meaning that the rights of parents and their authority over children flow from the parents' duty towards the child -the child is no longer to be considered a possession.
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arrival in Cincinnati presented a welcome contrast. The purpose of our visit to the Department of Family Medicine at Cincinnati University was to experience the content of American family medicine and the training of potential family physicians and to participate in the activities of the Department.
Our first impression was the emphasis placed on the financial implications of healthcare. This was
